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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XIII THE TURKISH CONQUEST (144I-I460) THE
Frankish principality of Achaia being now extinct, it might have been expected that common-sense and the common danger from the Turks would
have convinced the Greeks that union and disinterested endeavours were needed to consolidate and defend against the Turks what had been so
slowly and laboriously won back from the Latins. But that nota interfratres inimicitia, which Tacitus had remarked as a characteristic of human
nature in his time, was intensified in the case of the four surviving brothers of the Emperor John VI.--Theodore, Constantine, Thomas and
Demdtrios. The Peloponnese, as we saw, was now divided amongst the three former, while the fourth had not yet obtained an appanage in the
peninsula. Unhappily, the prospect of the imperial succession was an apple of discord among them, and the Byzantine court became a hot-bed of
fraternal intrigues, which were naturally continued in the residences of the three Despots in the Morea. The emperor, who wished Constantine to
succeed him, was desirous of keeping the trio in Greece; while Constantine and Thomas wanted to have the peninsula to themselves, and the former
did not hesitate to seek the consent of the sultan to this scheme through the mediation of the ever-useful Phrantzes, his unfailing emissary in all
dubious, or diplomatic, transactions. Civil war accordingly broke out between Theodore and his two brothers, which it required all the eJorts of two
imperial embassies to assuage. It was agreed...
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