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*****The Blue Admiral Inn stood on the edge of the shore, with its red brick walls, and its gabled roof, and the old willow-trees that overhung it, all
reflected in the quiet water as if the harbor had been a great mirror lying upon its back in the sun. This made it a most attractive place to look at.
Then there were crisp little dimity curtains hanging in the windows of the coffee-room and giving great promise of tidiness and comfort within, and
this made it a most delightful place to think about. And then there was a certain suggestion of savory cooking in the swirl of the smoke that came
out of the tall, old-fashioned chimneys, and this made it a most difficult place to stay away from. In fact, if any ships had chanced to come into the
little harbor, | believe everybody on board of them, from the captains down to the cabin-boys, would have scrambled into the boats the moment the
anchors were down and pulled away for the Blue Admiral Inn.
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