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pioneer of modern cell biology, presents a contemporary response to this classic, providing a sophisticated consideration of the key steps or
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the universal genetic code, and the monophyletic origin of eukaryotes. The book oEers a brief guided tour of biochemistry and phylogeny, from the
basic molecular building blocks to the origin of humans. Each successive singularity is introduced in a sequence paralleling the hypothetical
development of features and conditions on the primitive earth, explaining how and why each transition to greater complexity occurred.
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