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A Theory of Discourse

By James L. Kinneavy

W. W. Norton & Company. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 500 pages. Dimensions:
8.3in. x 5.5in. x 1.4in.One of the truly important works of our timeand one that will be alluded to and
quoted from for a long time to come. . . . The first thorough-going treatment of communications
theory written by an English teacher specifically for English teachersa superlative work. Edward P.
J. Corbett This important and influential study is the first to cover the whole field of rhetoric and
discourse theory, bringing together and analyzing such varied approaches as Aristotelian rhetoric,
modern logic, linguistics, and literary theory. James Kinneavy explores the many and varied
purposes of language, and relates these purposes to four discourse types: reference, persuasive,
literary, and expressive. Each type is discussed in terms of its inherent logic, its characteristic
patterns of organization, and its stylistic features, with abundant examples in support of Dr.
Kinneavys analysis. Readers are invited to sharpen their own perceptions through numerous,
carefully planned end-of-chapter exercises, and through further reading in sources listed in chapter
bibliographies. A Theory of Discourse is essential reading for scholars of rhetorical and discourse
theory, and for teachers of writing and other communications skills. It can...
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I just started o< reading this article pdf. It is probably the most remarkable ebook we have go through. It is extremely di<icult to leave it before concluding,
once you begin to read the book.
-- Jea nette K r eig er     

Definitely one of the best book We have at any time go through. It is actually filled with wisdom and knowledge I am quickly could get a delight of studying
a published book.
-- Dr . K im  B er g na um         
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