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begin the regulatory process by completing a Top-Screen questionnaire that listed the chemicals held on site by these companies. This action by the
Department helped to get these necessary regulations moving. With the release of Appendix A, all companies, not just the initial 100, are filling out
the Top-Screen. The results of the Top-Screen determine whether a facility will be regulated under CFATS. These facilities that have relatively small
amounts of chemicals, or otherwise pose low risks, will not be regulated. If the facility is determined to have a sufficient amount of a chemical of
concern, however, it will be regulated. Under the regulation, the next step is for a facility to complete a Security Vulnerability Assessment and a Site
Security Plan, which must be approved by the Department and implemented by the facility. We are fortunate to have before us today
representatives from the Department and a regulated company to provide us with insight into the implementation of CFATS. This committee is
responsible for oversight of the Department, and also for enacting legislation to give permanence to CFATS regulation, which will sunset in October
2009. This hearing then gives us an opportunity to find out about what is working in CFATS and what could use improvement. Importantly, this
committee does not want to reinvent the wheel, and we believe that the fundamental approach taken under CFATS is a correct one. We do, however,
have some concerns regarding the protection of information and the introduction of a new class of protected information, chemical terrorism
vulnerability information. |,...
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