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Penguin Classics, 1997. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary: In this memorable
autobiographical novel Karl Philipp Moritz turned his emotionally turbulent early life into the unsparing story of a shy, lonely youth struggling to
find his place in the rigidly stratified social order of late eighteenth-century Germany. Raised by members of a mystical Protestant sect, Reiser is sent
as a charity pupil to a school for the sons of well-to-do shopkeepers and professional men. The poorly dressed and inexperienced boy feels
humiliated and yearns for middle-class comforts and academic success. Depressed and driven to near-madness, he devotes himself ardently to the
frustrating world of literature and acting. Writers like Rousseau and Boswell made the later eighteenth century a great age of biography and
autobiography; this superb novel ranks alongside them in its introspective insight.
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