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***x* Excerpt from The Senior Teacher: An Aid in Teaching the Senior Studies on the Modern Church The present course on The Modern Church
follows in logical order the preceding Senior courses and completes The Completely Graded Series. The course on The Preparations for Christianity
sketched the unfoldings of religious thought in the Old Testament and in the teachings of Christ. The course on Landmarks in Christian History gave
an outline of the progress of Christianity from the Day of Pentecost to the present time. The course on The Conquering Christ showed how the forces
latent in Christianity have been aroused during the past century and have entered on a religious conquest of the world. Obviously one more step is
needed, namely, a study of the social organism in which Christianity is embodied and through which it operates for the physical, intellectual,
spiritual, and social redemption of the world. That organism is the Modem Church. No study of Biblical history and teachings, or of subsequent
church history, can give any adequate conception of what organized Christianity is to-day as it faces the modem world perplexed by innumerable
problems and torn by revolutionary forces that threaten the disorganization of society. These forces have also reacted powerfully upon the church.
Old methods have been found inadequate for new conditions. In a hundred ways the Modem Church has been forced to abandon or reconstruct its
outworn machinery. New agencies outside of the church, but born of its spirit and moved by its ideals, have been created to carry on more
effectively certain forms of work that the church could not do so well. The emphasis in Christian thought and effort has...
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